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Abstract

Social media has emerged as a key space for participatory
communication, enabling women to engage actively in development
processes and articulate their own self-representations. Understanding
how women interpret and narrate development provides insights into
the discursive trajectories of development and the forms of women's
participation within these processes. Accordingly, this study, using the
qualitative method of deconstructive narrative analysis, seeks to
identify women's narratives on Instagram pages related to
development. The findings indicate that social media generates new
capacities for women to contribute to the discursive construction of
development. Women's narratives positioned the modernization of
tradition as a central theme, framing development in contrast to the
perceived underdevelopment of the pre-intervention rural context.
Development was reconfigured as a feminine practice, wherein
traditional needlework, embedded within local cultural heritage,
interacted with other cultural elements to produce a modernizing
discourse. Within this discourse, traditions functioned as endogenous
resources for promoting development defined through environmental
sustainability and the improvement of sanitary, environmental, and
educational conditions in rural communities.
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Extended Abstract:
Introduction
Today, development includes participatory approaches, and
community development realized through the engagement and
interaction of community members. As part of rural communities,
women can assume different roles in the development process. Social
media offers an opportunity for participatory communication that
women can use to participate in the development process and in self-
representation. Understanding how women interpret and narrate
development helps us to understand the discursive flow of
development and how women participate in the development process.
One of the most prominent aspects of women's engagement with
social media for developmental purposes takes place on Instagram,
where they construct and express their own narrative discourses of
development. In this context, the mere use of technology is not the
goal. Rather, what matters is women's capacity to use media, their
media literacy, as well as their cultural development, knowledge
enhancement, and, most importantly, their interpretations of what
development means. Considering that human beings are narrative
agents who make sense of the world through storytelling, how
individuals understand and interpret development plays a crucial role
in shaping developmental actions and advancing development through
participatory means. Thus, the main research question of this study is:
How do rural women narrate their role in community development on
Instagram?

Methodology

This research, applying the qualitative method of deconstructive
narrative analysis, aims to identify women's narratives on
development-focused Instagram pages.

Findings

The research findings indicate that social media platforms have
significantly empowered women to actively shape discourses on
development. Within women’s development discourses, the
modernization of tradition serves as the central narrative focus. They
juxtapose development against underdevelopment as a foundational
step toward their commitment to advancing and enhancing rural
communities. Their narrative portrays development as a feminine
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endeavor. On Instagram pages, women are perceived as the primary
agents and catalysts of development, contributing to developmental
objectives through the traditional needlework of their region. Women
construct their narratives in direct opposition to underdevelopment.
Their storytelling has shifted from expressing deprivation and
passivity to highlighting achievements. Rather than portraying poverty
and marginalization, they represent aspirations and positive outcomes
of development. In community development, participatory strategies
are of utmost importance. For women, the formation of groups and the
pursuit of shared objectives are conceptualized as a form of
empowerment, whereas individualism and unfocused collective talk
are deemed mundane.

Women define unity as the act of setting aside inter-village
conflicts in order to unite around a shared goal, namely, community
development. Within this state of unity and solidarity, a culture of
collective ownership prevails, enabling local groups from a shared
subculture to derive benefit from one another's projects, as
development is interpreted as a collaborative and communal process.
Individual creativity is considered public property, and the group is
valued over the individual. In women's narratives, the creative agent
remains anonymous, while the artifact and realization of
creativity(rather than its process or creator) are prioritized. Women's
names are mentioned only when they appear as part of collective
groups or when the names of female elders are cited as symbolic and
spiritual supporters. Women believe that learning to work with
cameras and social media has been a turning point in achieving
development. The capacity of social media to represent marginalized
groups has enabled the elimination of intermediaries and has granted
women greater control over their income and profit from their craft. In
their narratives, social media has removed middlemen, as women can
directly sell their products and frame and narrate their own
representations of these products. Moreover, it is not only the product
that is sold, social media offers a platform for women's self-
representation and representation of their rural communities. They can
assume the role of narrators for their own cultural artifacts, facilitate
dialogues with diverse audiences, solicit feedback regarding their
creative outputs, and refine their practices accordingly. They frame
this increase in agency through media as a departure from their
historical dependence on men and prior deficits in media literacy.
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Social media has enabled them to transcend the geographic limitations
of their villages while continuing to advance and contribute to their
community’s development.

Conclusion

Needlework, as a part of tradition, is depicted as interacting with
various cultural elements, contributing to a contemporary discourse
that utilizes traditions as vital components for rural community
development, particularly in terms of environmental sustainability,
healthcare enhancement, and the improvement of the village's
educational conditions. Through an analysis of women's narratives,
the discourse of modernizing tradition can be identified as the central
organizing principle. Prior to women's active engagement with
development, local traditions and indigenous capacities were largely
overlooked or deemed insignificant. However, the participatory
affordances of social media have enabled a shift (from stagnation and
passivity in community development toward active participation)
through collaborative communication practices.

Keywords: Community development, women, narrative analysis,
participatory communication, Instagram.
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