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Tourists’ Attitudes toward Role of Social Media in

Travel Planning
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Abstract

This study aims at examining the role of social media in travel planning by
tourists. The research’s statistical population consists of Iranians who have
visited Ramsar as a tourist. 384 people were chosen using simple random
sampling. Then they were given questionnaires and an analysis was conducted
on the data using SPSS and statistical methods.

The results show that from the perspective of the tourists, social media had a
significant and positive impact on travel planning to Ramsar. For instance it
helped with the pre-trip planning, communications during the trip, as well as
after the trip. The study concludes that social media play a critical role in
travel planning at least in three dimensions: accessibility, continuity, and

interactivity.

Keywords: Social Media, Tourism, Travel Planning
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The Impact of Media Literacy Education on Aggression

in Adolescent Users of Violent Video Games
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Abstract

Children are subject to greater impacts by media violence due to their immature
cognition and lack of experience compared to adults. Improving people’s media
literacy and critical thinking can help immunize individuals against media
influences. The present work intends to study the effectiveness of media literacy
in decreasing violent behaviors after playing violent video games.

In this study 100 adolescents who played violent video gamers in internet and
game cafés were selected using random sampling. They were divided into two
experimental and control groups. The members of the experimental group
attended three sessions which included lectures and group discussions aimed at
improving their media literacy.

All participants were asked to fill in questionnaires that included questions on
demographic information, Ahvaz Aggression Inventory, and Attitudes Towards
Violence. Later the date acquired from the experimental and control groups
were analyzed using statistical methods.

The findings indicate that the two groups did not have significant differences
regarding their average aggressiveness and attitude toward violence before the
intervention. However, in a month after the intervention aggressiveness and
positive attitudes toward violence significantly decreased among the
experimental group.
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Media’s Educational Function; New Communication

Discourse Based on Islamic Thought in Iran
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Abstract

Educational communication is inspired by both human communications and
religious education. Regarding Islamic human relations we see that in
different types of communication including face-to-face, in-person, indirect,
individual and social it is important to pay attention to different issues such
as development, education and guidance.

We tried to answer the following questions: What factors is educational
communication based on? As well as, what are the educational, cultural and
communicational consequences of educational communication in Islam?
We used a SWOT analysis and conducted archival research as well as
surveying to propose 59 main features for an educational communication
model. Then we used the QSPM technique to analyze the proposed features.
The Islamic theories used in this study are those of Morteza Mottahari and

Professor Hamid Molana.
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Data Journalism Today: An Analysis of the Viewpoints

of the Journalists and Experts around the World
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Abstract
The growing amount of data and the necessity of using data to fulfill the needs
of the consumers have driven media towards data journalism. If we understand
the role and significance of this branch of journalism, we can use it more widely
across the Iranian media.
The present research aimed to study the role of data journalism in online media.
It used the conceptual frameworks of Uses and Gratifications, Expectation-
Utility and the Theory of Public Spheres. Different issues were addressed
including the definition of data journalism, its role in online media, its future as
well as the role of Big Data in the future of data journalism.
We conducted in-depth interviews with 103 data experts who mentioned 11
roles for data journalism including facilitation of interaction with the audiences,
achieving democracy and building credibility. The experts considered the future
of data journalism to be positive and they emphasized the importance of Big
Data. According to the results, data journalism can help the media play a better

role, and it can help revive the public sphere.

Keywords: Data Journalism, Online Media, Big Data, Precision Journalism,

Data Driven Journalism
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researching broadband media audience and enhancing the media literacy of
the users. Among the technical solutions is using feedbacks to analyze the
characteristics of the users. Also making clear rules is among the most
important policy-making solutions. Among the commercial-economic

strategies is creating added value to sell more products.

Keywords: Broadband, Broadcast, Media Consumption, New Media,

Television
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How to Increase the Share of TV in the Audiences’ Media
Consumption Basket Using Broadband Capacities

Abdolali Ali Askari' , Siavash Salavatian®

Mohammad Hossein Eghbaldost’
Received: 8/12/2016 Accepted: 29/1/2017

Abstract

Television that once had the largest share on the media consumption basket
of the audiences is now faced with serious threats due to the emergence of
new media. The main goal of this paper is to identify solutions to use
broadband capacities to promote the share of TV in the consumption basket
of the audiences.

In order to find such solutions, communication experts and media specialists
with theoretical and practical expertise in the field of broadband
communication were contacted and interviewed. Among them 21 people
were selected through purposeful sampling. These experts were consulted in
three rounds using Delphi method. First the specialists were interviewed and
then they were given a questionnaire. Finally, the members of the Delphi
panel reached consensus on 21 ways to promote TV’s share.

We classified the suggestions in five categories of content, managerial,
technical, policy-making and commercial-economic. Among the most
important content-related solutions are producing special content for

cyberspace and changing news release model. Managerial solutions include
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Scopophilic communication on Facebook: Hysteric

Discourse and Lacanian Fantasy

Sarvenaz Torbati'
Received: 10/12/2016 Accepted: 28/1/2017

Abstract

This study aims to analyze Facebook users as Lacanian subjects. A Lacanian
subject is not the ‘individual’ or ‘conscious subject’ of Anglo-American
Philosophy. The psychoanalytic explanation of Lacanian subject leads the
research to come up with an analytical description of scopophilia, love to see
and to be seen, on Facebook as a form of computer-mediated communication.
With a poststructuralist and Lacanian approach, this study raises two questions:
1- How does the desire “to see” and “to be seen” become a collective fantasy on
Facebook? 2- How could Facebook discourse be explained within Lacanian
hysteric-capitalistic discourse? Facebook users were analyzed as subjects trying
to develop their interactions within the scopophilic setting of Facebook in order
to fulfill their traumatic lack in a phantasmatic way.

The current research studies a specific Farsi Facebook page to investigate how
social interactions gain meaning within different Facebook discourses, where

the users appear as hysteric subjects.

Keywords: Lacanian Subject, Scopophilia, Fantasy, Facebook, Hysteria
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