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2. Network Manipulation
3. Determination of Structural Features
4. Visual Inspection
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ol
OFf vy | vy | Would, Could, Should, May, Might, Can i Jldl 5l eslizal
Y\ q vy | If you haven't received the gift of =S Ak
depression, maybe Ritalin is what you need ) '
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This game has tried to expand the knowledge generated by user interaction
with the virtual world of the text to the real and historical world, using
interactive communication strategies, linking the virtual identity of the user
in the world of the game with his virtual identity on Facebook as a social
network, correlating the social memory of the user with different parts of the

text, and finally, creating value dichotomy in narrative and surface levels.

Keywords: Computer Games; Computer Games ILteracy; Media Literacy;

Klaus Bruhn Jensen, Media Concept, Amnesty the Game.
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Explaining an Approach to "Computer Games Literacy':
A study on the Structure and Content of ''Amnesty the Game"'
Based on Three Dimensional Concept of '"Media" in Klaus Bruhn

Jensen's View

Aryan Taheri' , Seyyed Bashir Hoseini’
Received: 8/5/2017 Accepted: 7/9/2017

Abstract

In this article, researchers suggest three theoretical realms to media literacy
studies based on the three dimensional concept of media in Klaus Bruhn
Jensen’s definition. Then, they develop the concept of computer games
literacy on the basis of the three realms of media literacy. At last, they study
on the "Amnesty the Game" as a study case. In Jensen’s definition, concept
of “media” is understood in three distinct levels: The first level is related to
material and technological sense of media; the second level is related to
rhetoric and consists of close examination of communicating potentials of
media; and finally, the third level is related to the social and institutional
sense of media. Media literacy and computer games literacy in the
framework of this concept provide ideas for different kinds of research and
studies. Based on this approach, “ Amnesty the Game™ has been studied from
the media literacy perspective and it’s been shown that how meanings and
discursive values in this context reproduced in synergistic form in three

levels of media concept.
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The Effects of Multiplayer Network-Based Educational

Games on Students’ Learning and Motivation

Salah Esmaeeli Gojar' , Khadijeh Aliabadi’ , Saeed Poorrousta’i Ardakani’
Received: 9/6/2017 Accepted: 2/10/2017

Abstract:

This study aims to investigate the effects of network-based educational games
on boy students learning and motivation. The statistical population consisted of
the third-grade boy students of elementary schools in Shahriar, Tehran, in the
school year of 2016-2017. The study sample was selected by purposive
sampling method and they have been divided into two group of 25 (control and
experimental groups). The research method was semi-experimental (control
group design with pretest and posttest). At first, the pretest of learning and
motivation were conducted and then, after the treatment, in order to assess the
students’ skills development in fractions, the post-test was conducted and in
order to examine the learners’ motivation level, Keller questionnaires of
motivation have been used. The research instruments were a researcher-made
test for assessing the students’ skills development in fractions and Keller
questionnaire of motivation, which its reliability was calculated as 0/77 by
Kuder-Richardson 21 statistical method. Multivariate analysis of covariance was
used in order to analyze the data. The findings of research show that network-
based educational games improve the students’ skills and motivation level
(interest, relation, satisfaction, expectation) of third graders and as they make the
learners to communicate in an entertaining environment, they can be used as

learning tools.

Keywords: Education, Computer Game, learning, motivation, Keller

questionnaire
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A Study on the Changes of Farsi Written Language as a
Result of Using Mobile Messaging Applications

Parisa Alikhani' , Hamide Hormati* , Abolhasan Miri’

Received: 7/5/2017 Accepted: 21/8/2017

Abstract

There are several elements which influence the behavior of users in cyber-
space, especially in using mobile apps which are a minor part of that space.
This article seeks to study on the tendency of users’ written language in
cyber-space to an encoded and symbolic language. In this regard, the
researchers studied the users’ behavior in cyber-space (with emphasizing on
mobile applications) through monitoring the activities of users in groups and
private chats and their profiles, and user names, and the names of groups.

The results of research show that, after using these applications, the behavior
of users are affected by some factors that lead to creating a kind of encoded
and symbolic language, which can be named modern Hieroglyph. The
reason could be that there are just writing in such communication; and as
there are no body language, such as eye contacts, and no oral and aural
communication, an especial kind of orthography and labels are used.

This article studies the changes in orthography and written language of Farsi

in mobile applications and also the elements influential on these changes.

Keywords: Cyber-space, Applications, Mobile, Farsi language and

Literature, Written Farsi.
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A Contrastive Study of Agreement and Disagreement

Strategies in Facebook: Persian vs. English

Amir Zand Moghaddam' , Roya Vafa’i Mehr’
Received: 5/6/2017 Accepted: 23/9/2017

Abstract

Given the inevitable role of social networks in our social-linguistic
interactions and because of the fact that social networks need to be analyzed
and understood scientifically and that few studies have investigated social
networks from a linguistic perspective, the aim of the present study was to
investigate and describe agreement and disagreement strategies used by
Persian and English native speakers in their comment tags in Facebook. To
this end, a corpus of 1196 comments was collected and analyzed based on
the existing models of speech act strategies. Also, their use of strategies to
express their feelings while agreeing and disagreeing in their comments was
analyzed. The findings revealed that there is a significant difference between
English and Persian native speakers in terms of the strategies they use for
agreement and disagreement speech acts and the expression of their feelings
while agreeing and disagreeing. It was also found that there is a difference
between males and females in terms of using agreeing and disagreeing
strategies and the accompanying strategies for the expression of their
feelings; females were observed to use more strategies on the whole. The
results of this study can have a contribution to the researchers in the fields of

communication sciences and pragmatics.

Keywords: Pragmatics, Speech act, Strategy, Facebook
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Comparing the News Photos Applied in Websites of the
IRINN, Al-Alam, and Press-TV

Fatemeh Azimi Fard' , Siavash Salavatian® , Alireza Emad-oddin®
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Abstract:

Photos of a news website are the first thing that attract the audience’s attention
and persuades them to read or not to read the news. Also, photos shape the
first impression about the news. The present study aims to compare news
contents with the news photos in the IRNN, the Al-Alam and the Press-TV.
The researchers try to find out the semiotic elements of pictures using semiotic
analysis of Pierce. Kress and Van Leeuwen model is used for critical discourse
analysis of photos, and semiotic analysis of Barthes for news content analysis
and studying the relationships between photos and texts. The research
population consists of the news of the mentioned websites from 22 No. 2015
to 20 Jan. After two selection rounds among 664 news, 30 news (10 news
from each website) were selected and analyzed.

Research findings show that Press-TV had the best performance among the
three websites in choosing relevant photos for texts. The Al-alam won the
second place and the IRINN had the weakest performance in this regard.
Furthermore, there was proper relationship between the photo and the text in
16 news, and in 8 news there was no relationship between them. In 6 news,

there was some relationship between the photo and the text of the news.

Keywords: Photo-Journalism, News-photo, Al-Alam, IRINN, Press-TV.
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The Role of New Media in International Conflict Resolution

Morteza Noormohammadi'
Received: 27/6/2017 Accepted: 1/9/2017

Abstract

New media is an umbrella term that covers media tools being used in
participatory and interactive ways. The presence and influence of new media
is increasingly expanding in all aspects of human life, including political,
economic, and social aspects, in subnational, national, and international
levels. These technologies, along with the growing influence of international
corporations and nongovernmental organization, have passed the closed
political boundaries and undermined the absolute sovereignty of
governments in internal affairs. There are a lot of studies exploring the
application of new media for destructive purposes (terrorism, crime) but less
attention has been paid to the role that new social media can play in
peacemaking and conflict resolution. This study examines the role that new
media can play in conflict resolution and peace-building. The main question
of the study is: “how do the new media resolve conflict and make peace?
The research hypothesis is that the new media can strengthen the democratic
basis for conflict resolution and peace-making by changing the attitudes and
beliefs of people, rebuilding trust, empowering the communities, and
creating diversity in communication channels. This article tries to address
the role of new media in the international conflict resolution, using a

combination of analytical-descriptive approach and library research.

Keywords: New Media, Peacemaking, Empowerment, Communication Channels
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The Impact of Virtual Social Networks on Political

Consumerism

Mahmoudreza Rahbarghazi' , Marziyeh Fadai Dehcheshmeh’

Azam Shahriyari’
Received: 28/5/217 Accepted: 12/9/2017

Abstract

Political consumerism is a new way through which citizens can participate in
the social and political processes of their society, by selecting goods and
products that are consistent with their social, moral and political values. In
other words, the notions of consciousness, freedom, and human abilities
form the nature of political consumerism, that’s why political consumers use
their abilities to make social and political changes. In this regard, it is
important to recognize the role of factors influencing political consumerism,
when evaluating people’s views. This study aims to evaluate the impact of
various aspects of social networking (duration of membership in social
networks, the daily use of social networks, the users’ activity on social
networks, and the extent to which the users consider the contents of social
networks as true) on political consumerism. In other words, any social-
network activity level in more depth will, in favor of political consumerism
also increases. The statistical population of this research includes all
university students in the city of Isfahan during the academic year of 2011-
2012. 327 students were selected by cluster sampling method, and studied by
scrolling method. The results of the research show that only the amount of
activity in social networks has a significant effect on political consumerism.
In other words, with the increase of the people’s activity in social networks,
the tendency towards political consumerism also increases.

Keywords: Social Networks, Political Consumerism, New Politics.
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Hyperlink Network Analysis of Iran’s Cultural &

Religious Sites in Cyberspace

Hamed Talebian' , Hadi Khaniki’
Received: 31/5/2017 Accepted: 6/6/2017

Abstract

In cyberspace, a hyperlink from one website into another one is a link that
connects various websites into each other. Connecting sites by hyperlink
provides a nested network from information resources that its extent
hypothetically covers the whole web space. In this study, researchers try to
study the hyperlink network which is formed among sites presented by so-
called “Filtering Page” at “www.peyvandha.ir” URL. This research aims to
study the structure of links in this network and recognize key nodes or key
sites. Therefore, after reviewing theoretical foundations of two basic
approaches of link Analysis in Webometrics and Hyperlink Network
Analysis in the field of social network analysis, a list of 2370 religious-
cultural sites presented by filtering page on 5 different sections was
considered as an input list for web crawler of SocioBot. The findings show
that there are just 3 hyperlink networks with very low density in macro level,

and just 2 key sites in micro level.

Keywords: Hyperlink Network Analysis, Alternative Documents Model,
Filtering Page, Webometrics, Social Network Analysis
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