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# Name Type Collation Attributes Null Default
1id int(11) No None
2 user_id int(11) No None
3 expertise_id int(11) No None
4 doctor_id  int(11) No None
5 created datetime No None
# Name Type Collation Attributes Null Default
1id int(11) No None
2 doctor_id  int(11) No None
3 category_id int(11) No None
# Name Type Collation Attributes Null Default
1 id int(11) No None
2 doctor_id  int(11) No None
3 expertise_id int(11) No None
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A Comparative Study on Media Literacy among Public
Relations Students of the Islamic Azad University,
Damavand Branch, and Tehran University of Applied
Science and Technology, Faculty of Culture and Arts

Ashab Habibzadeh' , Hamed Norouzi
Received: 15/5/2017 Accepted: 25/6/2017

Abstract

The present study has been conducted aiming at providing a comparative study on
media literacy among students of public relations at the Islamic Azad University,
Damavand Branch, and Tehran University of Applied Science and Technology,
Faculty of Culture and Arts. The survey method has been used for this study and
the study population included all the students of public relations at the mentioned
universities. 258 individuals were selected using stratified random sampling
method. A researcher-made questionnaire was employed for data collection in this
study. The results show that there is a significant difference between students of
public relations at the Islamic Azad University, Damavand Branch, and the
students of the Tehran University of Applied Science and Technology in terms of
media literacy (purposeful use of media, message evaluation, combining different
messages, summarizing different messages, computer and internet skills). The
results of the research indicates that the level of media literacy among students of
public relations at the Islamic Azad University, Damavand Branch, is higher than
that of the students of the Tehran University of Applied Science and Technology,
Faculty of Culture and Arts.

Keywords: Media Literacy, Media, Message Evaluation, Combining Messages,

Summarizing Messages.
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Health Social Network: a Recommender System with

Heterogeneous Information Networks Approach

Seyyed Saeed Mortazavi' , Fereshteh Azadi Parand’

Received: 17/9/2017 Accepted: 14/12/2017

Abstract

Health and healthcare services are inseparable parts of one's life. Each person
needs different health services during different periods of their life and would
resolve them with available facilities. Regarding the high popularity of social
networks in the last two decades, one of the tools that can provide many
opportunities for people in the health field is social networking. In this research,
we introduce a health social network which focuses on users’ or patients’
relationships with doctors and various health services. In order to improve this
network’s performance, a recommender system has been introduced that can
provide users with specialized services such as guidance on choosing a doctor, an
expertise to receive medical consultation, or an article, based on their needs.
Heterogeneous information networks have been used for modeling the health
social network. These networks cover several types of things, such as physicians,
patients and consultations, and also several types of relationships, such as
requesting or answering a consultation. For the recommender model, based on the
methods provided by the heterogeneous information networks, each user’s
implicit registered feedback on the network has been used in order to offer the best
recommendations on the basis of similarity of the feedbacks. Bayesian
Personalized Ranking is used in recommender model’s learning algorithm. This
algorithm is a combination of ranking scores method and the foresaid learning
algorithm. In the end, the use of this social network and the recommender system
has been shown, by applying the suggested method on our dataset.

Keywords: Health, Recommender System, Heterogeneous Information Network.
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Representation of the Myth of Utopia in Contemporary
Hollywood Cinema: Semiotics of Avatar, Elysium, and

Tomorrowland Movies

Mas’oud Taghiabadi' , Hamid Taghiabadi’

Received: 9/4/017 Accepted: 19/7/2017

Abstract

This study aims to understand the representation and construction of the
myth of utopia in Hollywood productions. The method used in this research
is semiotics. In this study, three influential movies on the theme of utopia in
the new millennium are selected and analyzed. Each of these movies
presents the same consistent meaning in different contexts using different
visual elements under the guise of a certain kind of utopia. For example,
unity and rejection of individualism in the Avatar movie has been coded in a
syntagmatic relation with tribe, nature and dominant spirit of nature. In that
utopia, the natural life is depicted with people's unity and responsibility and
intimate relationships. The depicted utopia in the movie Elysium also refers
to Karl Marx's utopia and communist society. In this movie, working-class
revolution leads to the abolition of class conflict, the equal access of all
people to resources, and the elimination of discrimination. Tomorrowland is
also a manifestation of utopian cinema as Etienne Cabet depicts. This movie
represents the resorts that Disneyland created for people's entertainment and

attracting audiences to Hollywood.

Keywords: Utopia, Hollywood, Representation, Semiotics, Barthes
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Digital Game effects on Aggression: A Study on

Different Approaches and Contradictory Conclusions

Meghdad Mehrabi'
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Abstract

Digital games consist an important part of the entertainment among different
groups, especially the adolescent and the youth. Consequently, there have
been always concerns about negative effects of these games, including the
spreading of aggressive behavior. Theories and findings about digital games
effects are heterogeneous and sometimes contradictory. In this paper, using
documentary studies and meta-analysis of the research literature, the
researcher studied the main approaches to the games effects and generalized
them to digital games’ effects on aggressive behavior in real life. It’s been
shown why there are so much contradictions about the effects of games on
aggressive behavior in scientific findings. Also it’s been shown why the two
main approaches to the effects of games on aggressive behavior (social
science approach and humanities approach) are so apparently contradictory.
Finally, the results of this research show that digital games do not

necessarily lead to aggressive behavior in real.

Keywords: Digital Games, Game Effect, Humanism Approach, Social

Science Approach, Aggression.
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The Effect of Virtual Space on Ethnic and National
Identity in Iran

Mahdokht Broujerdi Alavi' , Amir Saeed Seddigh Yazdchi’
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Abstract

The effects of virtual media on thinking and identity of the audiences at
ethnic and national levels, are among the most controversial issues on which
several academic studies have been conducted during 2000s and early 2010s.
In this research, 12 published scientific research papers have been selected
from among studies on the effects of virtual space on ethnic and national
identity. Then they were analyzed using the meta-analysis method. In this
meta-analysis, all the data gathered from the articles were the following
question: Due to the rapid growth of new media use among ethnic groups,
especially the youth, what effects and consequences have they had on ethnic
and national identities? The findings show that most of the studied cases
confirm the positive effect of virtual space on ethnic identity, although some
researchers indicate on its negative effects. Strengthening the boundaries and
deepening the ethnic divides are considered as its negative effects. Also,
according to research, existence of some signs of destruction of ethnic

identity are undeniable.

Keywords: Meta-Analysis, Virtual Space, Identity.
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A Comparison of Marital Commitment and Sexual
Satisfaction among Married Women as Viewers or Non-

Viewers of Persian-Language Satellite Series

.1 o e e o e e e
Roya Rasouli’ , Sima Ghazvini’ , Simin Hoseinian®

Received: 27/6/2017 Accepted: 16/10/2017

Abstract

This study aims to compare marital commitment and sexual satisfaction among
married women who are viewers of Persian-language satellite series with those
who are not viewers of such series. The method of this study was causal-
comparative and statistical population included all the married women in
Khomein city. Samples selected through snowball sampling method. The samples
consisted of 50 married women who are viewers of Persian-language satellite
series and 50 married women who are not viewers of those series. Instruments
consisted of the marital commitment questioner (Adams and Jones), and Sexual
satisfaction questioner (Hudson, Harrison and Kruskap). Data were analyzed
using independent t-test. The results showed that the marital commitment of the
group 1 was less than the group 2. Average personal commitment and moral
commitment of the group 1 was significantly less than the group 2, But there was
no structural differences between the two groups concerning structural
commitment. Also, no significant difference was observed between the two
groups regarding sexual satisfaction. Therefore, it is recommended to educate
families in order to increase their awareness about harmful effects of these
programs and to prevent these contents from being naturalized. Media literacy and
awareness of the whole society have an important role as well.

Keywords: Marital Commitment, Sexual Satisfaction, Persian-language
Satellite Series.
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Factors Affecting the MANOTO Satellite Television

Viewing among the youth

Abdolrahman Alizadeh’ , Zarrin Zardar?
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Abstract

In recent years, the portion of satellite televisions in young audiences’ media
consumption habits have dramatically increased. This has caused big
challenges and concerns for policy makers, media staff and other
stakeholders and has led them to seek for an answer to this crucial question:
what has made MANOTO TV so appealing as the most popular satellite TV
among Iranian young audiences.

To answer this question, a group of young audiences (18-35 years old) from
Tehran were selected by non-random purposive sampling method. A
qualitative interview method was applied, using semi-structured in-depth
interviews and focus groups and the results were analyzed by thematic
analysis method.

The findings show that the young audiences identify fifteen factors that
make satellite TVs appealing for them. These factors are categorized into the
following four main codes: representation of taboos, intimacy and youth,
empowering the audience, and infotainment. It seems that MANOTO gives
alternative point of view to the Iranian young audiences which is neglected

in the national television channels.

Keywords: Satellite Channels, The Youth, Thematic Analysis, Manoto

1. Assistant Professor, Faculty of Communication Sciences, Golestan
University (Corresponding author). a.alizadeh@gu.ac.ir

2. Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Communication Sciences, Allameh
Tabataba’i University, Tehran. z.zardar@atu.ac.ir



Quarterly Journal of New Media Studies, Vol.3 , No. 12, Winter 2018 240

This research was conducted to explain the goals, benefits and functions of
Twitter and Facebook social networks for the Islamic State's terrorist group
with the aim of identifying, controlling and confronting the phenomenon of
media terrorism and reducing the damage caused by it.

The data of this research have been collected and analyzed through grounded

theory and documentary studies.

Keywords: Socially Networked Terrorism, Twitter, Facebook, ISIS.
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The Advantages and Functions of Social Networks for

Terrorist Groups

(Case Study: ISIS on Twitter and Facebook)

Nematollah Fazeli' , Mohammad Soltanifar’ , Hojjatollah Abbasi’®
Received: 29/6/2017 Accepted: 23/10/2017

Abstract

In addition to producing and publication information, social networks are
good platforms for organizational management. The Islamic State (ISIS)
plans for terrorist operations through social networks, especially Facebook
and Twitter. This group advances its needs, such as recruitment and
organization of forces, planning and implementation of operations,
monitoring and control, guidance and leadership, communication and
coordination of terrorist operations through telework in social networks.
ISIS aims to achieve certain goals in Twitter and Facebook social networks
and they have effective advantages and functions for this group. Its goals in
these networks include attracting attention, gaining legitimacy and
acceptability, identifying, announcing existence and gaining power. The
advantages include global audiences, easy access, network power, high
speed, horizontal connectivity, inclusive communications, interactive
communication, flexible communication and low cost communication.

These networks have informative function, can be effective in social
mobilization and social solidarity for the ISIS terrorist group and advancing

its goals on the international scene.
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